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expressing heraldically the blazon of the different shields, they also indicate with an initial letter the colour intended to be shown: *a' for argent, 'g' for gules, and so on. The initial of the heraldic term is used in every case, except
that of 'azure,' when 'V for blue is used, 'a7, as we have seen, standing for argent" ("Book-Plates," 1893, p. 32). This plate is excessively rare, and the only copies known are those in the British Museum, and in the Franks Collection (also now in the Museum).
It is probable that Pepys sent his arms with the inscrip-y," edited by Richard Biome (1679), and that the inscription is similar in character to those attached to the other armorial bearings engraved in that book. Another point of interest in this plate is that the old method of tricking with letters is used. Mr. W. J. Hardy, alluding to this peculiarity, which it enjoys in common with other work in Blome's "Guillim," writes: "A point of interest about them all is that, as well asinds of some book-plate collectors respecting them, and it has even been denied in print that the portrait-plates were book-plates at all, and doubts expressed that they had ever been found in books, in spite of the fact that those who have been privileged to visit the Pepysian Library have seen the plates in the books there.
